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‘Birthday Limited’ Arrivés in Mountainhome for C 


Mountainhome, Pa.—A train full of good wish- 
es pulled into Mountainhome, Pa., the morning 
of July 31 destined for the 90th birthday celebra- 
tion of our founder, Sebastian S. Kresge. On 
board the “birthday limited” was the Board of 
Directors of the company Mr. Kresge founded 
58 years ago: Stanley S. Kresge, Franklin P. Wil- 
liams, Carl B. Tuttle, Daniel C. Fisher, Howard C. 
Baldwin, Ralph D. Kresge, Howard J. Liverance, 
Russell C. Davies, Harry B. Cunningham. Direct- 
ors Charles B. Van Dusen and Donald F. Valley 
could not attend. William C. Fisher and Harvey 
C. Starkweather, members of the Canadian Board 
of Directors; Amos Gregory, secretary of the 
Kresge Foundation; and William G. Walters, sec- 
rétary of the company, joined the group. 

For these 13 men, the journey to Mountainhome 
was twofold in purpose: to personally extend worm 
wishes for continued health, happiness, success to o 
friend as he stood on the threshold of his 91st year; 
to pay tribute to their Board chairman—the farm boy 
who rose to establish and direct the second largest 
variety store chain in the world. 


Early Business Experience 

Mr. Kresge’s early life reads like a stranger- 
than-fiction tale. As a very young man, he walked 
daily to attend an academy seven miles away. 
He worked on his parents’ farm, taught school, 
clerked in a grocery store. Still later he worked 
in a wholesale produce business, sold insurance, 
sold house furnishings door-to-door, held part- 
interest in a bakery and was a bookkeeper for a 
hardware company. 

All of this he eccomplished before he was 25 
years old. Before he was 30, he hed traveled the 
north central and New Englond states as a tinwore 
salesman, and had saved $8,000 to invest in business. 

It was during his travels that he recognized 
the need for a store that would supply families 
with more of the everyday and small luxury items 
they wanted, within a price range of five and 
ten cents. 


Painted First Kresge Sign 

On a sunny morning in October 1899, pedes- 
trians on a main street in downtown Detroit, 
Mich., paused to watch a young man painting a 
sign over the first Kresge store. 

Like most people who are destined for business 
success, Mr. Kresge not only had ability but also had 
the good fortune to arrive on the economic scene at 
just the right place and the right time. 

The nation was experiencing years of deep 
depression following the panic of 1893. But 
Sebastian Kresge used his experience as a hard- 
ware salesman to build up a substantial hard- 
ware department along with the regular variety 
lines in his first Detroit store. 
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"| Superintendents Meet for First Preview 
Of New Fall, Christmas Merchandise 


Detroit Office— The best 
we've ever offered, says Harry | will give stores a running start on |of the four districts will attend the 
B. Cunningham, sales director, 
about the new, exciting fall . 
and Christmas merchandise 
that will be previewed at the 
annual superintendents’ Mer- 


, which 
to r better values in low-priced items. 
The famous slogon, “Nothing Over Ten Cents,” 
wos the trademark thet appeared on Kresge’s moil 
order catalog and stationery for many yeors. 
Today, there are approximately 700 Kresg 
ores in the United States and Canada. Higher 
priced lines of merchandise, and suburban shop- 
ping locations characterize the hundreds of Kresge 
stores in 1957. 
Sebastian S. Kresge’s first store opened with 
a staff of 18. Last year the company he founded 
paid Christmas remembrances to over 37,000 em- 
ployees..Ownership of his company is now shared 
by 31,570 stockholders. 


Golden Rule Philosophy 


But the life story of our 90-year-old founder 
is much more than just a “rags to riches” tale. 
Far more important, it is the story of a man who 
is a true Christian—dedicated to serving God and 


The KRESGE NEWS will bring you a picture 
story of the party in the September issue. 


Mid-Year Sales 


Show Increase 


Total sales for our company at 
The early date, like last year,|merchandise managers from each 


fall and Christmas merchandise | meeting. 

gh i Discuss Fall Merchandise 
Buyers’ offices ere bulging with som- 

ples of merchandise os they line ap 

lusts tor their individual presentations 

| dering the three-day meeting. Specie! 

| emphasis will be ploced on new items 


Three full days have been set| o.4 merchendae thet i a te 
aside by our sales department for 
the preview and study of this mer- 
chandise—August 12, 13, 14. 


produce outstending sales. 
Our 33 superintendents and the 





